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8th Ode

Heirmos
Choir: Be thou amazed, O heaven, and let the foundations of the earth

quake; for behold, he who dwelleth in the highest hath been ac
counted among the dead, and hath been Guest in a humble tomb. 
Wherefore, O ye youths, bless him. Praise him, ye priests; and ye 
nations, exalt him more and more unto all the ages.

Glory to thee, our God, glory to thee!

The pure Temple hath been destroyed, then rising, he raised with 
him the fallen tabernacle; for the second Adam who dwelleth in 
the highest hath descended unto the first Adam in the uttermost 
chambers of hades. Wherefore, ye youths, bless him. Praise him, 
ye priests; and ye nations, exalt him more and more unto all ages.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:

The courage of the Disciples hath come to its end. But Joseph 
of Ramah hath shown great valor; for beholding the God of all 
dead and naked, he sought him and arrayed him, shouting, “O ye 
youths, bless him. Praise him, ye priests; and ye nations, exalt him 
more and more unto the end of ages.”

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

O what dazzling wonders! O what endless goodness! O what 
ineffable endurance! For he that dwelleth in the highest is sealed 
up under the earth by his own will. God is slandered as a misleader. 
Wherefore, O ye youths, bless him. Praise him, ye priests; and ye 
nations, exalt him yet more and more unto the end of ages.

Katavasia
Be thou amazed, O heaven, and let the foundations of the earth 
quake; for behold, he who dwelleth in the highest hath been ac
counted among the dead, and hath been Guest in a humble tomb. 
Wherefore, O ye youths, bless him. Praise him, ye priests; and ye 
nations, exalt him more and more unto all the ages.
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Then the senior priest censes the front of the table, while all the clergy chant the
Paschal troparion three times:

Clergy: Christ is risen from the dead trampling down death by death and
upon those in the tombs bestowing life, (thrice)

Then the senior priest, censing around the table, the clergy and all the people, intone
the following Paschal verses. After each verse the choir chants the Paschal troparion.

�� �� �� �������������������4����������

Priest: Let God arise and let his enemies be scattered, and let them that
hate him flee from before his face.

Choir: Christ is risen from the dead trampling down death by death and
upon those in the tombs bestowing life.

Priest: As smoke vanishes, so let them vanish; as wax melteth before the
fire.

The choir repeats Christ is risen as above.

Priest: So let sinners perish at the presence of God; and let the righteous
be glad.

The choir repeats Christ is risen as above.

Priest: This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be
glad therein.

The choir repeats Christ is risen as above.

Priest: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
The choir repeats Christ is risen as above.

Priest: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

The choir repeats Christ is risen as above.
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Knocking again the priest says:

Priest: Lift up your gates, O ye princes; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting
gates, and the King of glory shall enter in.

Response: Who is the King of glory?

Priest: The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in war.

Knocking again the priest says:

Priest: Lift up your gates, O ye princes; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting
gates, and the King of glory shall enter in.

Response: Who is the King of glory?

Opening wide the doors of the church, the priest says:

Priest: The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.

All then enter the brightly lighted church, led by the senior priest carrying the Paschal 
candle and gospel book, as the bells ring, and the choir chants the Paschal canon below.

The clergy go immediately to the sanctuary and take their places at the holy table. The 
gospel book is placed upon the antiminsion, and the Paschal candle is kept lighted in a 
stand. All doors of the iconostasis are opened and remain so throughout Bright Week.5

�� �� �� �������������������� �� �) �	 �)  

ist Ode. �����������	��

Heirmos
Choir: Today is the day of Resurrection! O nations, let us shine forth; for

the Pascha is the Pascha of the Lord, in that Christ did make us

5 Although the doors remain open, the curtains are, as always, drawn shut when no 
services are being said. The north and south doors are closed at Great Vespers of 
Thomas Sunday when, during the chanting of the apolytikion, the choir says while 
the doors were closed. The holy doors are closed following the dismissal of Great 
Vespers.
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Deacon:

Choir:

Priest:

Choir:

Reader:

to us with the overflowing of Christ from the tomb, in whom we 
are strengthened.

Christ is risen from the dead trampling down death by death and 
upon those in the tombs bestowing life, (thrice)

Verily, Jesus is risen from the tomb, as he had foretold, and hath 
bestowed life eternal upon us, and great mercy.

T H E  LITTLE EKTENIA 

Again and again in peace let us pray to the Lord.

The choir responds Lord, have mercy co each petition.

Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and keep us, O God by thy 
grace.

Calling to remembrance our all-holy, immaculate, most blessed 
and glorious Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, with all the 
Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our life 
unto Christ our God.

To thee, O Lord.

For thou art our God, and unto thee we ascribe glory to the Father 
and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto 
ages of ages.

Amen.

T H E  HYPAKOE
*54/ $!

They who were with Mary came before the dawn, found the stone 
rolled away from the sepulchre, and heard the angels say unto 
them, Why seek ye him as man with the dead, who dwells in light 
eternal ?
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Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and keep us, O God by thy 
grace.

Calling to remembrance our all-holy, immaculate, most blessed 
and glorious Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, with all the 
Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our life 
unto Christ our God.

To thee, O Lord.

For sanctified and glorified is thine all-honorable and majestic Name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; now and ever, 
and unto ages of ages.

Amen.

T H E  PA SCH A L C A N O N , continued  

6th Ode. Tone i.

Heirmos
O Christ, into the deepest abyss of earth thou didst descend, and 
didst break the unyielding everlasting bars which held men pris
oner; and on the third day thou didst rise from the tomb as Jonah 
from the whale.

Glory to thy Holy Resurrection, O Lord!

O Christ, thou who didst not break the locks of virginity in thy 
birth, didst rise from the tomb, keeping its seals intact, and didst 
open to us the gates of paradise.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; both 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

O my Saviour, O thou living and unsacrificed offering, as thou 
art God, thou didst of thy free will offer thyself an offering to the 
Father. And when thou didst rise from the tomb, thou didst raise 
Adam and all his race with thee.
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the sepulchre, a great earthquake took place, an angel of the Lord 
came down, whose appearance was like lightning and his clothes 
like snow, and rolled away the stone and sat thereon. The guards 
trembled with fear, became like dead, and fled. But the women 
entered the sepulchre and found not Jesus. But they found two 
other angels in the form of men dressed in white raiment who 
proclaimed to them the Resurrection of the Saviour, command
ing them to hasten and give the good news to the Disciples. In 
the meantime Peter and John, who had received the report from 
Mary the Magdalene, hastened and entered the tomb and found 
there only the linen clothes. They returned with great joy to the 
city, and began to preach the supernatural Resurrection of Christ, 
having seen him alive in truth five times that very day.

For this joyful Resurrection, we therefore celebrate today, kissing 
one another in Christ with the brotherly kiss, illustrating thereby 
the dissolution of the enmity that was between us and God, and 
our reconciliation through Christ. This Feast was called Pascha 
from the Jewish name; for Christ by his Passion and Resurrection 
translated us from the curse of Adam and the bondage of Satan 
to the ancient liberty and bliss. As for the day of the week, which 
is called in Hebrew, the first day, being dedicated to our Lord for 
his glorification and magnification, it is called in Greek, (:62,3/, 
or the Lords Day. The Disciples transferred to it the dignity of 
the sabbath after the Law of the Old Testament, and prescribed 
that it be a holiday and a day of rest.

To him be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen

Reader: In that we have beheld the resurrection of Christ, let us worship
the holy Lord Jesus, the only sinless One. Thy cross do we adore, 
O Christ, and thy holy resurrection we praise and glorify; for thou 
art our God, and we know none other beside thee; we call upon 
thy Name. O come, all ye faithful, let us adore Christ s holy resur
rection. For lo, through the cross is joy come into all the world.
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Choir:

Choir:

T H E  PASCHAL CANON, -547248/. 

8th Ode. *54/ 2!

Heirmos
Verily, this day, which is called holy, is the first day among sabbaths, 
their king and lord. It is the Feast of feasts, the Season of seasons, 
in which we bless Christ for evermore.

Glory to thy Holy Resurrection, O Lord!

Come, let us on this famous day of Resurrection participate in the 
kingdom of Christ, and in the new fruit of the Vine which is for 
divine rejoicing. Praise him; for he is God for evermore.

Glory to thy Holy Resurrection, O Lord!

O Zion, lift up thine eyes round about and see. For lo! these thy 
children have followed thee as God-lighted stars, from the west 
and from the north, from the sea and from the east, blessing the 
Christ in thee for evermore.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; both 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

O Father Almighty, the Word, and the Spirit, one nature in three 
persons, God transcendent in Godhead and essence, in thee have 
we been baptized, and thee do we bless for evermore.

We praise, bless and worship the Lord!

Verily, this day, which is called holy, is the first day among sabbaths, 
their king and lord. It is the Feast of feasts, the Season of seasons, 
in which we bless Christ for evermore.

Katavasia
Verily, this day, which is called holy, is the first day among sabbaths, 
their king and lord. It is the Feast of feasts, the Season of seasons, 
in which we bless Christ for evermore.
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Choir:
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Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our life 
unto Christ our God.

To thee, O Lord.

For all the powers of heaven praise thee, and unto thee we ascribe 
glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now 
and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Amen.

���7�����	 �������0������ �0�	�)
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When thou didst fall asleep in the body as mortal, O thou who 
art Lord and King, thou didst abolish death. And on the third 
day thou didst surely rise, verily raising Adam from corruption, 
O thou incorruptible Pascha, O Salvation of the world, (thrice)

���� �����������0������
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Let everything that hath breath, praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord 
from the heavens: praise him in the heights. To thee, O God, is 
due our song.

Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts. To thee, 
O God, is due our song.

Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his 
power.

We praise, O Christ, thy saving passion and glorify thy Resurrec
tion.

Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excel
lent greatness.






